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House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. THORNBERRY).

————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
December 17, 2012.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MAC
THORNBERRY to act as Speaker pro tempore
on this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 17, 2012, the Chair would now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 1
minute p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
0 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. THORNBERRY) at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

Lord, the people’s House returns as a
community in Connecticut begins to
lay their little ones to rest. Bless the
families of all whose lives were so ter-
ribly cut short with peace and consola-
tion. Help them, and help us all, to
have hope in a time of great desolation.

“The souls of the just are in the hand
of God, and no torment shall touch
them.”

We ask Your blessing, O Lord, upon
the Members of this assembly, and
most especially upon the leadership. It
is on their shoulders the most impor-
tant negotiations of our time have
been placed. Give them wisdom, grace,
insight, and courage to forge an agree-
ment that allows us all to move for-
ward toward an encouraging future.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
ALTMIRE) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. ALTMIRE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

TRIBUTE TO ALBERT E. BRUMLEY
AND THE 80TH ANNIVERSARY OF
“T’LL FLY AWAY”

(Mr. WOMACK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, just a
few weeks before we bid farewell to
2012, I rise today to acknowledge a
noteworthy anniversary celebrated just
a few weeks ago—the 80th anniversary
of the Hartford Music Company’s fa-
mous song, ‘“I'll Fly Away.”

This staple of gospel music was writ-
ten by the Ilegendary Albert E.
Brumley and has been recorded more
than 5,000 times by celebrated per-
formers from Aretha Franklin and
Kanye West to the Boston Pops and the
Blind Boys of Alabama. The song is
published in most major church
hymnals, and its distinctive melody
frequents funerals, gospel concerts, and
community singings around America.

So, Mr. Speaker, on this milestone
anniversary of the publication of this
national treasure in song, let us reflect
on the chorus, just as Brumley wrote a
few decades ago:

I'll fly away old glory,
I'll fly away.

When I die,
Hallelujah by and by,
I'll fly away.
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